	Musica Academy    YAMAHA NEWSLETTER   October, 2008


North Location: 102-200 Country Hills landing NW (403)681-3117;  South Location: 3404 Bow Trail SW (403) 619-9990
	Words from our Principal:
                           Looi Tan

Welcome back to the new school year. Hope everyone had a restful summer. Our teachers had a wonderful seminar in Blue Mountain, ON in July, and are refreshed and ready to teach the new JMC 3 curriculum to all. 

We have a couple of exciting events right off the bat. Musica Academy is proud to host the regional Yamaha Keyboard Festival this year in Calgary – Nov 16th.. Students will be competing for scholarships in all the age categories. This means that interested students should start preparing now. Please read about it in the next column.
Students are welcome to try composition as well. You can send in your masterpiece to be adjudicated. Date lines for Junior Original concert is end of November 28.
Our Chirstmas concert will be tentatively held on December 13th for private students only. It will be at St. John’s Music.
A reminder for parents to help supervise or set practicing schedule for your child. To master an instrument requires regular practicing and encouragement. 

I leave you with a couple of quotes:

“ Music washes away from the soul the dust of everyday life. “ ~Berthold Auerbach
“ Music's the medicine of the mind.”  ~John A. Logan

Enjoy the rest of the year!
	
	♫Yamaha Keyboard♫

♫Festival♫
Sunday, November 16th, 2008

Telus Convention Center 

Glen 205

120 9 Avenue SE
Calgary, AB T2G 0P3

The Yamaha Keyboard Festival is an opportunity for Yamaha students to compete and display their skills on electronic keyboard instruments.  The goal of the festival is to foster the enjoyment of music and positive goodwill among students.  This year, our school is hosting the regional competition.  We encourage our students to sign up and take part in this wonderful event!

Basic Rules and Regulations:

1. Participants must be either be a Yamaha student or a graduate of the Yamaha program.

2. The festival classes are based on the age of the student as of January 1, 2008.

3. There are no restrictions on style, difficulty, or number of repertoire.

4. Participants are encouraged to play by memory.  Self-composed works are encouraged.
5. Each competitor can compete only in one class.

Classes and Scholarships:

Age_______________  Time Limit                                Class time
                 5 & Under                      2 Minutes                            9:00-9:45 am
 6 & 7                               3 Minutes                       10:00-11:00 am
 8 & 9                               4 Minutes                       11:15-12:15 am
10 & 11                            5 Minutes                           1:15-2:30 pm
12 to 15                            6 Minutes                           2:45-3:30 pm
 Open                               7 Minutes                           4:00-5:15 pm
There are numerous scholarships, up to $200!

Additional Help:

Participating students are required to take 3 to 4 private 30 minute extra lessons in preparation for this event.

Please make your appointment with the following Yamaha teachers:

Ms. Looi Tan: (NW) Wed , (SW) Mon, (SW) Tues, (SW) Fri.

Ms. Monica Yang: (NW) Sat, (NW) Wed
Ms. Gloria Chu: (NW) Mon.

Ms Lisa Ammirati (NW) Fri 

Ms. Li Wang: (SW) Mon, (SW) Thurs, (SW) Sat morning.

Application Deadline:                  Friday, October 17, 2008                           
* For more information, or to apply to this event, please consult with your teacher.

	Welcome, new Musica teachers!

This new school year, we are happy to introduce four new members to the Musica Academy faculty:  Ben Carson, Nicole Griffiths, Johanna Kwan, and Adelheid Mancila.

Introducing: Mr. Ben Carson

Ben Carson started taking classical guitar lessons at the age of 9, at Mount Royal College. He is familiar with the RCM repertoires and contemporary styles. Ben graduated from the Academy of Production Recording Arts, at The Beech Studios. His love for music and teaching leads him to pursue his goal of becoming a Junior or Senior High School teacher one day.

Introducing: Ms. Nicole Griffiths

Nicole Griffiths completed many piano exams through the Royal Conservatory of Music.  Recently she received her ALCM in Piano Pedagogy through the London College of Music.  She is currently working on her LLCM in Piano Pedagogy along with an advanced theory diploma and has a large variety of teaching experience in private and public studio.

Introducing: Ms. Johanna Kwan

Starting piano lessons at the age of 4, Johanna Kwan has obtained her ARCT Performance diploma and Teachers diploma through the Toronto Royal Conservatory of Music. Johanna has been teaching piano for 10 years with students ranging from age 3 to adult.  She has been involved in Kiwanis festivals, concert band and jazz band playing percussion and trumpet. 

Introducing: Ms. Adelheid Mancila

Adelheid Mancila has a Music Diploma in Piano at the International Baccalaureate and she is currently in her 3rd year at the UofC, studying Piano Performance. She performed in recitals in Romania, France, Germany, Austria, and Canada, with the Ploiesti Philharmonic Orchestra in Romania, giving two piano concertos and three Radio Recordings. She is planning to complete a Master’s Degree in Piano Performance.



♫ EXPECTATIONS AND RULES OF MUSICA ACADEMY ♫
Thank you for registering with Musica Academy Yamaha Music School Ltd.  Please read the following rules for our school.

Books and Materials

Yamaha students will receive their first set of books and materials on the 1st day of class, and their second set in January.  All the books and materials are paid upfront when registering.  Books and material fees are non-refundable after lessons commence.

Registration Fee
There is a registration feel of $20 for all students per school year (Sept-June).  This cost includes registration procedure, attendance stickers in applicable classes, recital awards and gifts, and recital admission.  Registration fee is non-refundable.
Classroom Behavior and At Home Practices
Yamaha group class is a parented course for books 1-4.  One parent/guardian is expected to be with the student every class.  Students are expected to practice minimum 15 minutes a day at home.  Please encourage students to practice by sitting beside them.  For private lesson practice expectations, please consult with your teacher.

Sick Days and Make Up Lessons
Please call if your child is sick or cannot attend classes.  The teacher will give the homework for that week via phone call/e-mail.  Group lessons are not able to be made up with a different teacher.  If the student is absent for more than 3 weeks, a written notice is needed, and extra lesson times may be arranged with the teacher.

Private students need to provide 24 hour notice to be eligible for make-up classes.

Missed classes cannot be refunded.

Concert and Recitals
There is a compulsory concert fee for all students.  It is important for their education to be able to perform in public.  Group students will perform in our year-end concert (June), and private students can perform in our Christmas concert or year-end concert.
Finder’s Fee
If you recommend a friend to our school, we will reward you with a $20 credit for tuition.  Your friend will need to mention your name when registering.
Yamaha Instrument Rebate

If you have bought any Yamaha instrument in the past year (receipt required), and are registered in one of Musica Academy’s Yamaha group lessons, you will receive a rebate from Yamaha Canada.  Please mail receipts to: Yamaha Canada, 135 Milner Ave, Toronto, ON M1S 3R1 for a rebate toward Yamaha music lessons.

Withdrawal and Cancellation Policy
Students need to provide a minimum of 4 weeks written notice for cancellation, regardless whether classes have commenced. Tuition will be refunded after the 4 weeks notice.  There will be no refund after December 1st for a full year student, or after March 1st for half year students.  

Withdrawal and Cancellation Policy
Musica Academy reserves the right to use any photos, videos, or the like for publicity and marketing of the school.
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	Important Dates:

September 14-20                    – 1st week of classes

December 21                          - January 4 Winter Break

March 22-29                          - Spring Break

Jun 7-13                                 - Last week of classes


♪ Please note that our school is open through all long-weekends during the school year.  Classes will continue as scheduled during these times, with the exception of reschedules initiated by the teacher. 

